Region 68 Tournament Team Policy and Procedures

October, 2013 
General
A    Secondary season play is a positive experience for youth who want to participate in soccer year-round and is a great benefit for them to improve soccer skills. 
B     Tournament play is a higher level of play than normal AYSO season play and the requirements and expectations are higher on the coaches and referees that support the program
C     The secondary program is completely voluntary by all participants in the program and they must make the commitment to this level of play and the requirements in order to participate.
D
Secondary season play shall begin no sooner than the last day of the Fall Primary season. Secondary season play will end in June. All team parties are to be completed and all team finance records are to be closed by this date.  Any coach, without reason, not adhering to this policy will be subject to a one year suspension from secondary season play. 
E.    Participation in Non-AYSO Tournaments and Games
Teams that request to participate in Non-AYSO tournaments and events, must provide information and proof that the non-AYSO tournament/ event provides insurance coverage for players, coaches, and AYSO registered volunteers in attendance (team manager, etc.). The Regional Commissioner may sanction participation of Regional Tournament teams in non-AYSO tournaments, scrimmages, parades or other events with written approval of the Area Director, prior to the event. Teams must abide by Policy M if allowed to participate in a non-AYSO tournament. Notification shall be given to the Tournament Team Director for recording purposes

Policies
A    The Regional Commissioner (RC) or designee (Tournament Team Director) approved by the RC will approve all activities and participation in Secondary Season play for tournament teams.
B     The RC will have the ultimate power and authority to make any final decisions on any and all issues pertaining to tournament team requests, activities, and player participation. The RC may delegate authority to a designee (Tournament Team Director) for specific decisions.
C     All tournament players and coaches will need to have ID cards. These will have the current tournament season information on them, player AYSO ID, birth date, name, picture and RC Signature. These cards shall be laminated after approval.
D    All tournament coach applications shall be completely filled out and returned to the RC no later than October 1. No further action shall be taken by the prospective coach until approval of applications has occurred. 
E   All prospective coaches must read the Tournament Policies and Procedures for Region 68. Coaches will e-mail the Tournament Team Director acknowledging they understand Region 68 policies before applying to tournaments.
F
Tournament team coaches are ultimately responsible for the management and operations of their tournament team.  Coaches shall review all documents (monthly financial statements, tournament applications, referee rosters, player rosters) before submitting their paperwork for approval. 
G    Tournament team coaches, assistant coaches, team managers and team treasurers must attend the appropriate tournament team orientation meetings. Failure to attend the scheduled meetings may terminate the coach’s application.
H     Should there be two or more coaches in a division that wish to form a tournament team, it is recommended that these coaches meet to discuss player selection. Ultimately team/coach choice is the player’s decision. 
I      No Poaching Rule. No coach, assistant coach, team manager, parent or player may contact another tournament team player, for the purpose of playing as a guest on their team, without first contacting the coach of that player as well as the Tournament Teams director tor for approval. 
J     The coach can obtain a listing of tournaments at the AYSO National website, http://www.ayso.org/.
K    Advanced planning is required as many tournaments begin taking applications months in advance. It is a team’s responsibility to process and submit the necessary paperwork, not Region 68 staff.

L
Tournament applications will be signed and Regional checks and eAYSO rosters will be processed on specific dates set by the Treasurer and Tournament Teams Director. Teams will be notified of the selected dates before the season begins. Emergency eAYSO roster changes will be processed no earlier than 48 hours upon request.  
M    Tournament teams will not play more than two tournaments in a monthly period. If back to back tournaments are to be played, teams will be required to rest for a minimum of two weeks before entering another tournament. 
N    Teams will be limited to three 90 minute training sessions per week. A tournament will be considered one session. Following a tournament at which three or more games were played by the team, coaches are encouraged to limit the training sessions for the following week. 
O    Region 68 cannot bear any of the expenses incurred by Tournament teams. Uniforms and socks will not be provided. The colors of the uniforms shall be red and white and will be selected by the Region’s board.
P     Tournament teams are a reflection of AYSO Region 68 and as such are expected to present a positive image for the region. To ensure this, the Regional Commissioner and/or Executive Board must approve the coach, the assistant coach, team manager, referees, players and uniforms.
Q    All tournament teams must abide by National, Sectional and Regional Rules, Regulations, and Bylaws.
R     AYSO is all-volunteer organization. Volunteers who assist the tournament team (such as referees that do not have children on the team) may be reimbursed, by the tournament team, for expenses occurred in accordance with AYSO National policy.
Player Qualifications
A    For tournament team play, players must have played in at least ½ of their Fall Primary Season team’s games, except for games missed due to medical reasons as annotated on the fall season game cards.
B     All rostered players must meet Region 68 post season player qualifications.
C     A player of a league Championship team and a Tournament team must give priority to the League Championship team first. The RC may remove players who miss League Championship team practice and/or games from a Tournament team.  
D    Any player who has received a send off (Red Card) or caution (Yellow Card) during the fall season or postseason must be approved by the RC, Regional Coach Administrator, and Regional Referee Administrator before playing on a tournament team.
E     A player, who plays “up” a division in the fall season, may play on a Tournament team at either level. Players playing in a non-competitive division during the Fall Primary season are not eligible for tournament play. No player may play “up” two divisions from their age specific division.
Tournament Referees
A    All tournament teams shall provide a minimum of three qualified, badge level appropriate referees for the tournament they are entering (i.e. U-10 regional, U-14 intermediate/advanced, U-19 advanced),  including the Strawberry Cup. Note: Some tournaments will only accept highly qualified Advanced and National referees.
B     Tournament referees will be representing Region 68 and shall referee at a level of competition for which they have been trained. 
C     Referees shall present themselves in a manner of professionalism which includes proper referee attire.  
D    All referees that are new to tournament play will be required to attend a tournament referee training session.  A minimum of one (1) full year as a qualified referee is required to be a tournament referee. The Regional Referee Administrator will not sign any referee rosters with new tournament referees who have not attended the required training. 
E     Referees will only be allowed on one referee roster for each tournament. For example, if they have two children playing on two different teams in the same tournament; they will only be allowed to be on one roster. 
F     If referee participation is uncertain for a tournament, it is okay to list more than three qualified referees on a roster. This is recommended where referee availability is unknown.

G
Falsifying a referee roster for the sole purpose of qualifying for a tournament may result in further referee rosters and tournament applications disapproval.
H    Tournament teams participating in inter-regional scrimmages must provide qualified referees. 
Guest Players
A    Request for “Guest Players” from outside Region 68 must be approved by both the Region 68 RC and the player’s home region RC.
B     “Guest Players” will only be approved when the pool of interested tournament players within Region 68 is exhausted. A minimum of three (3) names of players who were contacted and did not wish to play on the tournament team must be provided to the RC.
C     Coaches must provide to the RC for “Guest Players” a copy of the player registration form, proof of the player’s participation in AYSO in the prior season, and the player’s rating verified and signed by the player’s home RC before approval to play on a Region 68 tournament team.
D    Guest players for the purpose of replacing injured players within five (5) calendar days of a tournament may be reviewed and approved on a an as-needed basis by the Tournament Team Director and/or Regional Commissioner.
E     It is ultimately the Regional Commissioner’s decision to approve a guest player.
Coach Qualifications
A    All coaches and assistant coaches must be certified through AYSO’s Safe Haven certification program.
B     All coaches and assistant coaches must be trained at the age level they are coaching through an AYSO training course. U-10 Coaches must be trained at the U-10 coach or higher level. U-12 Coaches must be trained at the U-12 Coach or higher level. U-14 Coaches must be trained at the intermediate coach level or higher. U-16 and U19 coaches must be trained at the advanced coach level.
C     All coaches and assistant coaches must be registered in eAYSO for the current year. 
D    All coaches must have a minimum two (2) years of coaching and/or assistant coaching experience with Region 68.
E     Coaches that receive a red or two yellow cards during the regular season and/or post season will not be eligible to coach in secondary season play, pending review of the Executive Board. 
F     Coaches who receive a Red card or two Yellow cards during secondary season play may be asked to step down as coach. 
Team Management
A    Coaches should strive to give each player on the roster and in attendance equal playing time in each tournament. 
B     All coaches will notify, in writing (e-mail), the RC or designee of any send off (Red Card) of a player or a coach from a tournament game. Notification and details of the send off must be sent within 24 hours after the final game of that tournament. Any disciplinary action will be up to the discretion of the RC and/or Executive Board. Failure to notify the RC or Tournament Team Coordinator will result in suspension of further tournaments until the matter is resolved.
C.1     If a coach deems it necessary to remove a player from a tournament team, for any reason, the coach and parents shall meet and attempt to resolve the issue(s) prior to further action. If further action is required the coach must provide in writing a detailed account of circumstances and/or reasons including any witnesses for review and approval by the RC and Executive Board.
C.2    The player must be given due process, which shall include notifying the parents. Notice of the due process must be provided to the RC and/or Executive Board, including date, time, location and members present. The RC and/or Executive Board reserve the right to attend, or assign a delegate to act on behalf of the Board of Directors.
C.3     If no resolution is reached, and the player is ultimately removed from the team, all remaining monies paid to the tournament team and/or associated with the tournament team, by that player, must be returned to the player no more than 10 days after the player has been notified. 
D    If a player elects to stop playing for a tournament team, any monies owed to the team must be paid in full before the RC will consider allowing the player to play for another team. If team policy requires the uniform to be returned, this must also be completed before the RC will consider allowing the player to play for another team.
E
Good financial record keeping is a critical part of operating a secondary season Tournament Team.  Monthly financial statements must be submitted to the Region’s Tournament Team Treasurer no later than the seventh day of each month. Continuous failure to submit financial statements accurately and in a timely manner may result in disbandment of the tournament team.  
F
All Incident Reports shall be reported to the Safety Director no later than 48 hours of a tournament’s close. Teams shall notify the Safety Director of any injuries requiring a player to seek medical attention or that prohibit a player from participating in a game or training session.  In addition, teams may advise the Safety Director of any Incident they feel should be recorded.
G
Tournament teams wishing to host inter-regional scrimmages must receive approval prior to reserving/utilizing PVRPD park space that has a limited use agreement with AYSO Region 68. This includes Pleasant Valley Fields and Bob Kildee Park.
